International Round Table
REFLECTIONS ON PHILOSOPHICAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND THEOLOGICAL 

DIMENSIONS OF INTERFACING


16 – 18 November 2011, St.Petersburg
In November 16-18, 2011 St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy (SRPh) will host a Round Table: REFLECTIONS ON PHILOSOPHICAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND THEOLOGICAL DIMENSIONS OF INTERFACING, which will be held in St. Petersburg, Russia. This Round Table is part of the Russian–American joint research project The Problem of Multidisciplinary Collaboration in Science, Religion, and Culture: Preparing Community Leaders for the Twenty-First Century, supported by the John Templeton Foundation. 
The session of the Round Table on 18 November will be dedicated to the memory of the project member Prof. Dr. Alexei Chernyakov.
The Round Table is open for philosophers, and firstly for phenomenologists, theologians, scientists, educators, and other academic scholars interested in attempting to expose ontological, metaphysical and hermeneutical presuppositions in philosophy, science and religion and to continue by developing multidisciplinary problem-solving methods and models of cooperation between these three.  

SRPh continues its regular forum in which experts in different fields that usually do not meet - meet another to report to another updates in their fields, which is essential due to globalization and growth of the necessity to develop multidisciplinary approach. The necessity to comprehend the fundamental relation between ontology and mathematics in the light of the recent achievements comes to the fore. The path of such a comprehension, which proceeds, in a sense, along the path of Leibniz, Husserl, Florensky, Badiou, leads to a new fundamental multidisciplinary field. This area neither coincides with the foundations of mathematics, nor with so called “philosophy of mathematics”. Philosophy has to cease place itself (as its contemporary habit is) into the domain of the humanities. Just contrary, as Husserl and Badiou partly succeeded to demonstrate, mathematics and philosophy have to understand their identity in a particular, though most fundamental, area of research. But to that end a space of mutual interpretation is to be created. 

Our questions to be discussed during the Round Table can be formulated: 
How and why the problems in philosophy, science and theology correlate? Does there exist a methodology adjusted to the onto-theological interpretation of recent revolutionary events in natural sciences, mathematics in particular? How would these results be expressed? Also, what kind of consequences could this interpretation have for philosophy in general, and for the revived conversation between science and theology? 

The purpose of the Round Table is to summarize what is already known and what is not by questioning: 

1) in which cases the problems of science need philosophical comprehension; 2) can the problems of ontology be formulated in mathematical language; 3) why theology needs philosophy, and in which cases philosophy addresses to theology.

We anticipate the gathering that will happen in St.Petersburg, but can also be extended beyond its location with web conferencing, and long term affects that reach beyond the event and will nourish participants as they continue to work with their local institutions and colleagues. We are seeking participants who will share their insights by reflecting the phenomena of philosophy, science and theology interface, overcoming the gap between them, bringing together a variety of disciplines, and participating in creation of a path to a new ontology. 
The Round Table discussions will be divided into three sessions:

1. Natural Sciences and Metaphysics

2. Ontology and Phenomenology
3. Theology and Hermeneutics
Call for Papers
Application (short message including name, institution, preliminary title of the paper) to be sent by e-mail until May 31, 2011 to both of the following addresses:
office@srph.spb.ru
 isvaradesa@yandex.ru 
.Paper Submission
Please submit full paper writing samples for one of the above mentioned sections. Submitted writing samples of approximately 6 pages should have no more than 1800 words typewritten and double-spaced. For the publication in the proceedings of the Round Table the paper may be extended up to 15 pages. At the Round Table, speakers will have 20 minutes for presentation, 20 minutes for discussion. Both paper copy and electronic version are kindly requested. Submissions should be addressed to the Round Table Organizer (see below). Please, indicate a) the language of the paper, and b) the preferred session. The Round Table Organizers (Organization Committee) reserve the right to accept or not accept papers in the basis of criteria of quality and the availability of the sessions.

 Deadline for Paper Submission
Deadline for contributed papers is July 31, 2011. Paper proposals received after this deadline will not be accepted.

Decisions and Round Table Expenses
The authors of the accepted papers are to be informed by e-mail by August 31, 2011. Hotel and meals for them (speakers on the conference or active participants) during the Round Table as well as the part of their travel expenses are to be paid by the organizers of the Round Table. Other participants have to pay a fee (the amount is to be announced August, 2011, too) in order to get the same hotels and meals as the active participants.

Round Table Language
Round Table languages will be: English and Russian. Full paper writing samples can be submitted in one of these languages.
 Scientific Board of the Round Table:
· Parviz Morewedge – Global Scholarly Publications, USA
· Alexej Vyazmin – St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy, Russia/Europe
Organization Committee: 
· William Cahoy, Co-Chair Person - St. John’s University, Dean, School of Theology

· Noreen Herzfeld -    St. John’s University, Department of Computer Sciences

· Kirk Wegter-McNelly – Boston University, School of Theology  

· Grigory Benevitch - St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy, Russia 

· Alexei Oskolsky - Komarov Botanical Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences
· Dimitry Kiryanov - Tobolsk Orthodox Theological Seminary, Dean, Biblical Theology Department  
Round Table Organizer
Natalia Pecherskaya PhD
Rector SRPh
Address:
Universitetskaya emb.,5, room 300

199034 St.Petersburg, Russia

Phone: +7 812 933 4124

Phone/Fax: +7 812 927 1622

E-mail: phenoconf@srph.ru  
Website: http://srph.ru/blog/
English version http://srph.ru/en/news.html
