NEWSLETTER -11
Metanexus/LSI – St. Petersburg Educational Center for Religion and Science (SPECRS)

Hear are the news on the activities of St. Petersburg Educational Center for Religion and Science (SPECRS) in December 2003.
During the last months we were working on restructuring the Website of St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy in order to allot a special place there for the information (both in Russian and in English) concerning the goals and current activities of SPECRS/Metanexus Institute. The work is almost accomplished, and at the end of January 2004 the respective references will be sent to look at the Russian and English part of the SPECRS Program through the Internet.

The most important goal that SPECRS pursued during the last period was the preparation for the meeting of December 1st with Coordinative and Academic Council of St. Petersburg Association of Scientists and Scholars (SPASS). The most active members of SPECRS (including Dr. Alexei Chernyakov, Dr. Alexei Oskolsky, Dr. Grigory Benevitch, et al.) met two times during this month in order to elaborate within this organizing group some strategic points for the coming event and to discuss the content of Prof. Chernyakov’s future presentation.

The meeting of SPECRS members with the Coordinative and the Academic Council of SPASS took place at the central place of St. Petersburg in the St. Petersburg Scientific Center of  Russian Academy of Sciences. Twenty three prominent and socially active scientists of the city were present at the Round Table of the 1st December. The theme of the Round Table “The Perspectives of Science-Religion Interface in the contemporary Russia” was proposed. The meeting was presided by Prof. Dr. (biology) Sergey Novikov (Pavlov’s Institute of Physiology), Co-chairman of the SPASS Coordinative Council, Prof. Dr. (physics) Michail Libenson (State Optical Institute), Prof. Dr. (math., philosophy) Alexei Chernyakov, Chairperson of the Metanexus/LSI Program “SPECRS Workshops for Academic and Civic Groups. 

Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya opened the meeting with the presentation of the Metanexus Institute program in general and the goals of the current SPECRS  Program in particular.

Prof. Chernyakov gave a talk entitled “Science and Religion: Perspectives of the Dialog” where he presented hermeneutical approach (in the traditional theological sense and as a current trend in the philosophy of science) as a possible field of real intellectual collaboration between natural scientists and theologians.

The presentations were followed by a vivid discussion. Among the main disputants from the institutes of Russian Academy of Sciences were: Dr. Leo Borkin (Institute of Zoology), Prof. Dr. Andrei Timkovsky (Institute for Atomic Physics), Dr. David Raskin (State Historical Archive), Dr. Viktor Pavlov (Institute of  Physics and Technics),  Dr. Vladimir Vasilik (St. Petersburg Theological Academy and Seminary), Dr. Alexei Oskolsky (Botanical Institute) and certainly the chairpersons of the meeting (see Attachment Photo 1ST December).
In general the atmosphere during the meeting was rather constructive, revealing the friendly interest from “both of the sides”. Though there were several voices Dr. Georgi Biske including (from St. Petersburg State University, Department of Geology) who expressed much skepticism on the positive role of religion on Russian science, Russian society and Russian politics. Dr. Biske, being by his own announcement an atheist, thinks that contrary to the past communist era, when every religious reminding was rejected, now all the people are too ready to take into consideration different religious views and opinions, which is also dangerous, he thinks. 
At the end of the meeting participants came out with the suggestion to continue this sort of events in the frame of scientific groups of Research Institutions of  Russian Academy of Sciences.

Analyzing the outcome of the Round Table we can say that we were able (besides mutual information exchange) to detect some points of vivid mutual interest, e.g. 

· the role of faith in religion and scientific research, 

· possible ways of discussing theology and the foundations of natural sciences, 

· the future shape of religious/theological education in Russian Schools and Universities 
· the possibilities of interaction in the curricula of educational courses belonging to natural sciences and religious studies, etc.

Each participant of the 1st December Round Table received as a present the volume “Science and Faith” №6 of the scholar presentations at SPECRS’ sessions during 2002-2003. We are looking now for the invitations from the participants of the 1st December meeting to present SPECRS ideas and initiate further discussions at the other St.Petersburg academic institutions.
SPECRS is now looking for its next event is Minsk, Belarus’- Round Table “Science and Theology: Two Ontological Paradigms” at the European Humanities University (EHU), which was formally planned for January 2004. It will take place on 19 February. The preparation  of the Round Table goes in cooperation with Prof. Andrei Danilov, the head of the Theology Department of EHU, and Rev. Alexander Shymbalev and Dr. Grigori Dovgyuallo, the members of the Department’s Staff. The format and content of the coming meeting in Minsk and its possible participants has been discussed. The difference of this particular talk in comparison with those already taken place will be in the philosophical approach to the problems of science. We are hoping to gather the representatives of SPECRS/LSI from St. Petersburg and the representatives of two departments of EHU, namely: Department of Theology and Department of Philosophy.  Both will be involved in the discussion of theological and philosophical origins of modern science. Academician Anatoli Michailov, Rector of EHU, will open the Round Table. Also there will be some guests specially invited for the meeting.
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